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ABSTRACT The purpose of this study was to identify the constraints small-scale food vendors in Thohoyandou
town of Thulamela Municipality in South Africa faced. A mixed qualitative and quantitative research approach was
used. Key informant interviews and focus group discussions were carried out in phase 1 of the study. Using the data
collected in this phase, a structured questionnaire was developed and administered to 126 food vendors. Small-scale
food vendors faced a wide range of challenges that included infrastructure and basic services, legal and policy
frameworks. It was suggested that the constraint, could be solved in the following ways: “municipal officials must
desist from forcing vendors from stalls,” “provision of sanitation facilities,” “allocating selling stalls,” and
“formalising food vending through issuing operator licences,” Furthermore, the need for Thulamela Municipality
to consider and adopt various ways of supporting small-scale food vending as part of its overall local economic
development strategy was emphasised.

© Kamla-Raj 2016 J Soc Sci, 48(1,2): 137-146 (2016)

PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2016/48.1,2.14PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756


